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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
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According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 
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Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 
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15 December, 1988 (15.12.68), 

Page 1, lower right column, line 1 to page 2, 

upper right column, line 18; page 3, lov?er 

right column, line 13 to page 5, upper left 

column, line 5; Figs, 1, 2, 5, 6 

(Family: none) 



Relevant to claim No. 



1,11,12 



□ Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. " Hj See patent family annex. 
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Special categories of cited documents: 

document defining the general state of the art which is not considered 
to be of particular relevance 

earlier application or patent but published on or after the international 
filing date 

document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means 

document published prior to the international filing date but later than the 
priority date claimed 
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later document published after the international filing date or priority 
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand 
the principle or theory underlying the invention 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is token alone 

documentor particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 
being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

document member of the same patent family 
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Box No. JI Observations -where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article I7(2)(a) for the following reasons: 

i*i I n bit ■ 

1- I I Claims Nos,: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2 - [ I Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



Claims Nos,: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
Box No* HE Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Contmuadon of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

The matter common to claims 1-22 is a matter disclosed in claim 1. However, 
the search has revealed that the common matter is not novel since it is disclosed 
in document 1 given below . As a result, the common matter makes no contribution 
over the prior art and cannot be "a special technical feature" within the 
meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence. 

Moreover, the matter disclosed in claims 11, 12 is not novel since it is 
disclosed in document 1 given below. 

(Continued to extra sheet) 

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 
claims. 

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of 
any additional fee. 
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I — I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4 * GD ^° required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1 , 11, 12 



Remark oa Protest Q j^e additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest 

□ No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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ANNEX TO FORM PCT/1B/301 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/017406 



INFORMATION ON TIME LIMITS FOR ENTERING THE NATIONAL PHASE 

The applicant is reminded that the "national phase*' must be entered before each of the designated Offices indicated on 
the cover sheet of this Notification by paying national fees and furnishing translations, as prescribed by Articles 22 and 39 and 
the applicable national laws. In addition, the applicant may also have to comply with other special requirements applicable 
in certain Offices, it is the applicant's responsibilfty to ensure the necessary steps to enter the national phase are taken in a 
timely fashion. Most Offices do not issue reminders to applicants in connection with the entry into the national phase. 

The applicable time limit for entering the national phase will, subject to what is said in the following paragraph, be 
30 MONTHS from the priority date, not only in respect of any elected Office if a demand for international preliminary 
examination is filed before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date (see Article 39(1}), but also in respect of any 
designated Office, in the absence of filing of such demand, where Article22(1) as modified with effect from 1 April 2002 
applies in respect of that designated Office. For further details, see PCT Gazette No, 44/2001 of 1 November 2001, pages 19926, 
19932 and 19934, as well as the PCT Newsletter, October and November 2001 and February 2002 issues. 

In practice, time itmrts other than the 3G~morrth time limit will continue to apply, for various periods of time, in respect of 
certain designated or elected Offices. For regular updates on the applicable time Jimrts (20, 21 , 30 or 31 months, or other 
time limit). Office by Office, refer to the PCT Gazettef Section IV" part published on a weekly basis), to the PCT Newsletter 
(on a monthly basis) and to the relevant National Chapters in Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide (the paper version of 
which ts updated usually twice 3 year and the Internet version of which is updated usuaHy on a weekly basis). Finally, a 
cumulative table of all applicable time limits for entering the national phase is available from WiPO's Internet site, via links 
from various pages the site including those of the Gazette, Newsletter and Guide, at http;//www,wipoJnt/pct/en/index.html. 

Information about the requirements for filing a demand for international preliminary examination is set out in the PCT 
Applicant's Guide, Volume l/A, Chapter IX. Note that only an applicant who is a national orresident of a PCT Contracting 
State which is bound by Chapter II has the right to file a demand for international preliminary examination (at present, all 
PCT Contracting States are bound by Chapter II). 



REQUIREMENTS REGARDING PRIORITY DOCUMENTS 

Far applicants who have not yet complied with the requirements regarding priority documents, the following is recalled. 

Where the priority of an earlier national, regional or international appiicatton is claimed, the applicant must submit a copy 
of the said earlier application, certified by the authority with which it was filed ( M the priority document' 1 } to the receiving Office 
(which will transmit it to the International Bureau) or directly to the International Bureau, before the expiration of 16 months from 
the priority date, provided that any such priority document may still be submitted to the International Bureau before that date of 
international publication of the international application, in which case that document will be considered to have been received 
by the International Bureau on the last day of the 1 6-month time limit (Rule 17J (a)K 

Where the priority document Is issued by the receiving Office, the applicant may, instead of submitting the priority 
document request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit the priority document to the International Bureau. Such request 
must be made before the expiration of the 16-month time limit and may be subjected by the receiving Office to the payment 
of a fee {Rule 17.1(b)). 

tf the priority document concerned is not submitted to the International Bureau or if the request to the receiving Office 
to prepare and transmit the priority document has not been made (and the corresponding fee, if any, paid} within the applicable 
time limit indicated under the preceding paragraphs, any designated State may disregard the priority daim, provided that no 
designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the 
national phase, to furnish the priority document within the time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances (Rule 17.1(c)). 

Where several priorities are claimed, the priorrty date to be considered for the purposes of computing the 1 6-month time 
limit {and all other PCT time limits) is the filing date of the earliest application whose priority is claimed (Article 2(xi)(b)}. 
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